INFORMATION SHEET FOR CLIENTS
SUMMARY OF CRITERIA TO BE CONSIDERED IN

DIVIDING MARITAL ASSETS

(Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 208, §34)

The Probate and Family Court will take into consideration the factors outlined below which are created by Massachusetts statutes and which also are interpreted in leading domestic relations case law.  Judges are not required to give one factor more weight than another.  Conversely, judges are not permitted to rely upon only one factor in making any determinations of payment/receipt of alimony, payment/receipt of health expenses or insurance, and the division of your “marital estate.”  Your marital estate is compromised of all assets owned by you (separately or with anyone else) and by your spouse (separately or with anyone else) at the time of your divorce:

	1.
	Length of marriage
	11.
	Estates of the respective parties

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Ages of the parties
	12.
	Opportunities available to the respective parties for future acquisition of capital

	3.
	Stations of the respective parties
	
	

	4.
	Health of the parties
	13.
	Opportunities available to the respective parties for future acquisition of income.

	
	
	
	

	5.

6.
	Occupations of the respective parties

Vocational skills of the respective parties
	14.
	Contributions of the respective parties in the acquisition, preservation or appreciation in value of their estates.

	
	
	
	

	7.
	Employability of the respective parties
	15.
	Contributions of Husband and Wife as homemaker

	8.
	Amount and sources of income of the respective parties
	16.
	Conduct of the respective parties during the marriage

	9.
	Liabilities of the respective parties
	
	

	10.
	Needs of the parties
	17.
	Current needs of the minor children of the marriage

	
	
	
	

	
	
	18.
	Future needs of the minor children of the marriage.


To assist us in preparing your case strategy, we will provide you with a detailed questionnaire which we will rely upon in preparing our pre-trial memorandum to be filed at your pre-trial conference before the Probate and Family Court.  Please answer these questions as completely as possible.  We recognize that we also may obtain some of this information from our interviews, your financial statement or your Confidential Client Questionnaire.

